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SUMMER WEEK 6 HOMEWORK 
2ND–6TH GRADES 

Comprehension Questions for Chapter 10 & 11 of Higgledy-Piggledy  
 
I. Response to Literature Paragraph: 
The relationship between Detective Dilbert and Atlas is changing. In what way is the relationship 
changing? Give evidence of this change from Chapter Ten and from Chapter Eleven. 

 
Include: 
A. Content: 
*An assertion that states how the relationship is changing 
*Evidence from chapter ten 
*Evidence from chapter eleven 
*At least one embedded quote 
*A conclusion 

 
B. Style: 
*A Complex sentence 
*Figurative language: Sensory-Switch Simile, a simile, or a Not-Quite Forthright 
*Transitions 

 
C. Vocabulary: Include one or more of the following vocabulary words and receive 15 
extra doubloons. 
*Fiasco (noun) 
*Hubbub (noun) 
*Calamity (noun) 
*Ominous (adjective) 
*Shrewd (adjective) 

 
As always: read your work aloud to yourself! 
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II. Write a letter to Detective Dilbert: 
The story tells us that one law officer from the Squid Squad thwarted Detective Dilbert’s ability to 
approach the bank and then placed an inky stamp on Dilbert. We read in the story that  
"When Dilbert did try to approach the bank’s doors, a Squid Squadder drenched him with a 
cloud of his inky liquid.”  Luckily, most of the ink has washed away, but some of it hasn’t. It’s 
hard to believe, but that law officer was purposely stamping Dilbert, warning others that he’s not 
of their sort. Now when you look at Dilbert, you see fancy black lettering that spells words like 
weirdo, odd, and freak. I’ve never seen Dilbert’s face sag so much as when he realized what 
had happened. It seems a bit unfair—I mean, can Dilbert help it that he was born a dog and not 
a squid? Besides, he likes being a dog. 
 
Directions: Help Dilbert connect the dots here. What should this disturbing event tell him? Write 
a short letter to Detective Dilbert. Be kind and gracious while also being clear. Include a variety 
of sentence types: short and long sentences, simple sentences, complex sentences, etc. 
 

*Receive 30 doubloons if you embed a quote. Remember this could be one significant 
word quoted from the story. Remember: an embedded quote flows smoothly within the 
wording of your sentence; an embedded quote doesn't even sound like a quote. 

 
*Receive 30 additional doubloons if you include one type of figurative language: a simile, 
a Sensory-Switch Simile, a Not-Quite Forthright, etc. 
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